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Of the Ruling Archbishop of the Western American Diocese

Reverend Fathers, Venerable Monastics, and Pious Faithful 
of the Western American Diocese:

Christ is born! Glorify Him!

In this season of radiant joy, I greet each of you with the Church’s faithful proclamation that the darkness of the world—felt so acutely, experienced often so directly—is not a power with the might to conquer the love of God. Into this world the Lord has come, and has come not through a messenger or angel or prophet, but in His own flesh and blood, which today He makes his own, in order that He may walk and speak among us, uniting us again to Himself and drawing us toward His eternal life. We celebrate today the birth of the pre-eternal God, and while we rejoice because we see the Creator become a babe, we rejoice, too, because we know it is this same One Who, one day will speak to us in His human maturity, resurrected in glory: “Lo, I will be with you always, even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20).


Christ comes to us, acknowledging the whole of who we are. He takes our flesh, He takes our blood. Everything that is “ours,” which of course is a gift He fashioned for us, He acknowledges and saves by making it His own, in His Person. Christ sees us, not simply “as we are” in the depth of our sin, but as we ought to be; and He gives Himself to us as a gift of what we are called to become, and can become, in Him.


We are called, too, to meet Him in a similar manner. We approach our Saviour in acknowledgement of Who He truly is—and this is modeled for us in the visit of the Magi who greeted the incarnate Christ with their gifts. The gift of gold, a gift for kings, was presented acknowledging the kingly nature of the True Lord Who had come to earth, even though as yet He appeared only as a babe; the gift of incense, a gift offered to God, acknowledged His dignity, though in form He had condescended to our lowly estate; and the gift of myrrh, used in funeral rites, acknowledged His true humanity, which would come even to death for our sakes. The Magi approached what to some might appear merely a newborn infant: but they saw our King, our God, our Incarnate Saviour.


Our world today also does not know how to look to Christ. We live in times of apostasy, of rebellion, of agnosticism and apathy. The traditions of the Nativity season have become secularised and worldly. But though the world may be confused, may your hearts not be! Stand before Christ on this joyful feast, beholding the King Who rules over all; the Lord Who loves all; the Saviour Who redeems all. May He fill your hearts with the joy that overcomes the world, and bless you all in this Nativity season!

Wishing you every blessing from the Newborn Lord,
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